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Synopsis

This popular and unusual book by Hans Zinsser, a brilliant physician and researcher, takes an
unusual look at history by examining the influence of diseases on society, and will prove a

fascinating read for anyone with an interest in biology or medical history.

Book Information

Hardcover: 312 pages

Publisher: Willard Press (November 4, 2008)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1443727199

ISBN-13: 978-1443727198

Product Dimensions: 5.5 x 0.8 x 8.5 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.2 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 3.6 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (5 customer reviews)
Best Sellers Rank: #2,467,547 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #19 inA Books > Health, Fitness
& Dieting > Children’s Health > Lice #997 inA Books > Medical Books > Medicine > Internal
Medicine > Pathology > Forensic Medicine #88582 inA Books > History > World

Customer Reviews

The copy of "Rats, Lice, and History" that | own was published in 1963, and this was the 33rd time it
had been reissued since first appearing in 1934. | can’t imagine Dr. Zinsser’s grumpily discursive,
masterfully written, and ultimately profound biography of typhus fever ever going completely out of
print. Stylistically the only work | can compare it to is Gibbon’s "Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire". Where Gibbon occasionally dipped his pen in vinegar and excoriated the Christians,
Zinsser dips his pen in hydrochloric acid and savages all of the quaint human customs that have
kept Typhus alive and thriving. He shows much more affectionate sympathy for the louse than he
does for the General or the Politician.In the interests of research, Zinsser carried pill boxes of lice
under his socks for weeks at a time before taking "advantage of them for scientific purposes." He is
not able to tear himself away from these little creatures and address the true subject of his
biography, i.e. the typhus germ, until Chapter 12!However, the journey to Chapter 12 is well worth
taking because along the way, Zinsser wittily savages modern biographers, psychoanalysis,
astronomers and physicists who "scamper back to God" (Biologists evidently are much less prone to
being ’born again’), and of course, all of the wars that have given Typhus countless opportunities to

murder lice and humans alike."Rats, Lice, and History" should be required reading for would-be



writers for its style, would-be Generals for its lessons on how soldiers really die, and for anyone else

who is interested in a passionate, eminently witty, one-of-a-kind history of medicine.

The book, itself, is fabulous. | owned it many years ago in hardback. But which team of
chimpanzees typed it into its online form? It is full of typos. They didn’'t even get the auuthor's name

spelled right! Really, who was proofreading thisvthing?

| had never realized how much parasites and the plagues they carry have influenced human history,
and probably human evolution as well. It appears to be a major factor overlooked by Darwin. This
book was written many years before the decoding of the genome, but it is a well-written study in
epidemiology that is even entertaining.lt is fascinating to realize that rats and lice have been man’s
constant companion everywhere and forever. Could we even survive on the moon or mars without

them?

This biography of a disease is well written and says a lot about military history as well. It remains

amazingly current in spite of.being written before World War Il.

The subject of this book, the role of various epidemics, particularly typhus, in the major events in
history, is a fascinating one. Unfortunately the author seems to let himself be distracted by his own
erudition and too intent on making sure we know how smart he is. As a result, we find ourselves
pulled off in one tangent after another. And the author seems to think that, because he
acknowledges this self-serving meandering, that makes it ok.l finished the book. It wasn'’t all that
long. But | did not at all enjoy Dr. Zisser's company, nor did | learn as much as | might have if he

had stuck to the subject.

Download to continue reading...

How To Get Rid Of Lice: Discover How To Get Rid Of Head Lice, Useful Home Remedies For Lice
And Which Lice Treatment You Should Choose For Getting Rid Of Lice! How To Treat Head Lice In
14 Minutes: Treatment, Removal, Home Remedies, Hair Lice Shampoo, How To Kill Lice Eggs,
Body Lice Nits, How Do You Get, Head Lice Facts Book Get rid of lice and nits: Head lice, pubic lice
and body lice advice, treatment and prevention Rats, Lice and History: Being a Study in Biography,
Which, After Twelve Preliminary Chapters Indispensable for the Preparation of the Lay Reader,
Deals With the Life History of Typhus Fever Rats, Lice and History (Penguin Classic History)
Natural Lice Treatment: How To Get Rid Of Lice and Nits Without Combing or Toxic Chemicals (Kill


http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/read-book/jEP2G/rats-lice-and-history.pdf?r=6O8sJdOz3M7Mrma019jcVS%2FAmkCqWOHkVLytcivf7JFhbuOHRW0%2BS9A7h6ryOJC0

Lice Naturally Without Any Pesticides) (Organic Pest Control) Get Rid Of Lice: Lice 101 and
Stopping Lice Safely How to get Rid of Lice - All About Lice : Lice Treatment,Detection,Management
Rats, Lice and History: Being a Study in Biography, Which, After Twelve Preliminary Chapters
Indispensible for the Preparation of the Lay Reader Rats, Lice and History Rats, Lice and History: a
Study in Biography Rats, Lice and History (Papermac) Rats, Lice and History. The Biography of a
Bacillus. Rats, Lice, and History: Being a Study In Biography, Which, After Twelve Preliminary Rats,
Lice and History; Being a Study in Biography, Which, After Twelve Preliminary Chapters
Indispensable for the Preparation of the Lay Reader Natural Lice and Scabies Control: How to Get
Rid of Lice, Nits and Scabies Without Toxic Chemicals or Pesticide Poisons Head Lice Treatment
That Works! How to Safely and Effectively Get Rid of and Prevent Head Lice How to get rid of head
lice.: Treating and preventing head lice Head Lice Removal: Learn how to deal with a head lice

infestation and what precautions you can take to prevent re-infestation Head Lice To Dead Lice

Dmca


http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/dmca

